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For there is no Difference between the Jew and the Greek; 
for the ſame Lord over all, is rich unto all that call upon him. 
For whoſoever ſh Il call on the name ot the Lord ſhall be ſaved. 
How then ſhall they call on him, in whom they have not 

| believed ? and how ſhall: they believe in him of whom they 

have not heard ? ad how ſhali they bear without a Preacher? 

and how ſhall they preach except they be ſent? 
N e 1 5 £6, hi Paul. 
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| INTRODUCTION. 


world; and as this is an object we ſhould be 


prompted to purſue, not only by the goſpel of 
our Redeemer, but even by the feelings of huma- 


nity, ſo an inclination to conſcientious activity 


therein would form one of the ſtrongeſt proofs 
that we are the ſubjects of grace, and partakers of 


that ſpirit of univerſal benevolence, and genuine 


Philanthropy, which appear ſo eminent in the 
| character of God himſelf. 


Sin was introduced amongf, the children of 


men by the fall of Adam, and has ever fince been 
| ſpreading its baneful influence. By changing its 
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8 our bleſſed Low has ats us to 1 
4 that his kingdom may come, and his will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven, it becomes us 
not only to expreſs our defires of that event by 
words, but to uſe every lawful method to ſpread | 
the knowledge of his name. In order to this, it 
is neceſſary that we ſhould become, i in ſome mea-= 
ſure acquainted with the religious ſlate of the 
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EAT: 
- appearances to ſuit the circumſtances of the times, 
zit has grown up in ten thouſand forms, and con- 

ſtantly counteracted the will and deſigns of God. 
One would have ſuppoſed that the remembrance 
of the deluge wouid have been tranſmitted from 
father to ſon, and have perpetually deterred 
_ mankind from tranſgreſi1 ing the will of their 
Maker; ; but ſo blinded were they, that in the 8 

time of Abraham, groſs wickedneſs prevailed 
wherever colonies were planted, and the iniquity 

of the Amorites was great, though not yet full. 
After this, idolatry ſpread more and more, . 
the ſeven devoted nations were cut off with the 
moſt ſignal marks of divine diſpleaſure. Still, 

| however, the progreſs of evil was not ſtopped. 85 

but the Ifraelites themſelves too often joined with 

the reſt of mankind againſt the God of Iſrael. In 
one period the groſſeſt ignorance and barbariſm 
prevailed in the world; and afterwards, in a more 
enlightened age, the moſt daring infidelity, and 
contempt of God; ſo that the world which was 
once over-run with ignorance, now by wiſdom. 
| knew not God, but changed the glory of the incorruß- 
tible God as much as in the moſt barbarous ages, 
into an image made like to corruptible man, and to 
birds. and four-footed beaſts, and creeping things. 
Nay, as they increaſed in ſcience and politeneſs, 


they ran into more abundant and NOS | 


idolatries, . 
vet 


99 2290 


Vet God repeatedly: made known bis intention 
to prevail finally over all the power of the Devil, 
 andito deſtroy all his works, and ſet up his own 
8 kingdom and intereſt among men, and extend it. 
as univer ſally. as Satan had extended bis. It was 
for this pur poſe that the Meſſiah came and died, 
that God might be juſt, and the juſtifier of all 
that ſhould believe in him. When be had laid 
down his life, and taken it up again, he ſent 
forth his diſciples to preach the good tidings to 
every creature, and to endeavour by all poſſible ; 
methods to bring over a loſt world to God. 
They went forth according to their divine com- 8 
mifſſion, and wonderful ſucceſs attended their _ 
labours; the civilized greeks, and uncivilized bar- 
barians, each yielded to the croſs of Chriſt, and , 
_ embraced it as the only way of falvation. | Since 
the apoſtolic age many other attempts to ſpread 
the goſpel have been made, which have been 
conſiderably ſucceſsful, notwithſtanding which a 
very conſiderable part of mankind are ſtill in- 
volved in all the darkneſs of heatheniſm. Some 
attempts are ſtill making, but they are incon- 
 fiderable in compariſon of what might be done if 
the whole body of Chriſtians entered heartily into 
the ſpirit of the divine command on this ſubject. 
Some think little about it, others are unacquainted 
with the ſtate of the world, and others love their 
wealth better than the ſouls of their fellow-crea- 
tures, 
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In order that the fubje& may be taken into 


more ſerious conſide ration, T ſhall enquire, whe- 

ö ther the commiſſion given by our Lord to his 
Aiſciples be not Kill binding on us, —take a ſhoit 

= view of former undertakings, —give ſome account 

| dof the preſent ſtate of the world, — conſider the | 
Practicability of doing ſomething more than is 
; done, - and the duty of Chriſtians | in u general 3 in 
1 this matter. 


= 


AN 


ENQUIRY, ks, 


SE CT. I. 


4 3 ether the Commiſſ on given x by o our Lord 5 


to lis e be not flill TOE on is. 


Jux Lord 18 Chal, a Little before his 


” departure, commiſſioned his apoſtles to Go, 
+ teach all nations; or, as another evangeliſt ex- 
preſſes it, Go into all the world, and preach the goſpel - 

to every creature. This commiſſion was as exten- 

five as poſſible, and laid them under obligation | 

to diſperſe themſelves into every country of the 

habitable globe, and preach to all the inhabitants, 

8 without exception, Or limitation. They accord- 

ingly went forth in obedience to the command, 

and the power of God evidently wrought with 

| chem. Many attempts of the ſame kind have 

been 
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been made ſince their day, and which have been 
attended with various ſucceſs; but the work has 5 
not been taken up, or proſecuted of late years 

- (except by a few individuals) with that zeal and 
| perſeverance with which the primitive Chriſtians 
went about it. It ſeems as if many thought the : 

commiſſion was ſufficiently put in execution by 

what the apoſtles and others have done; that we 
have enough to do to attend to the ſalvation of 
our own countrymen; and that, if God intends 
the ſalvation of the heathen, he will ſome way or 
other bring them to the goſpel, or the goſpel to 
them. It is thus that multitudes ſit at eaſe, and 


give the mſelves no concern about the far greater 
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part of their fellow-ſinners, who to. this day, 1 


Aàre loſt in ignorance and idolatry, There ſeems 5 
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alſo to be an opinion exiſting in the minds of 
: ſome, that becauſe the apoſtles were extraordinary 


5 officers and have no proper ſucceſſors, and be- 


cauſe. many things which were right for them to 
do would be utterly unwarrantable for us, there- 
fore it may not be immediately binding on us to 
execute the commiſſion, though it was ſo upon 
them. To the conſideration of ſuch perſons 1 
would offer the, following obſervations, 


Finsr, If he: command of Chriſt, to teach all. 
nations be reſtricted to the apoſtles, or thoſe under 


the immediate h of the Holy Ghoſt, then 
| that. 
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hat of ape ng ſhould be ſo too; and every 
denomination of Chriſtians, except the Quakers, 
do wrong in baptizing with water at all. 
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| SeconDLyY, If the command of Chriſt to teach 
all nations be confined to the apoſtles, then all 
ſuch ordinary miniſters who have endeavoured to 
carry the golpel to the heathens, have acted with- | 
out a warrant, and run before they were ſent. | 
Yea, and though God has promiſed the moſt 
glorious things to the heathen world by ſending 
his goſpel to them, yet whoever goes firſt, or in- 
deed at all, with that meſſage, unieſs he have a 


DE EA Cn Ks 
— — ö 4- 1 5 


4 


* rb Ore RG EG YE, : ” 
E Nos HG NR ITIRp ESIGS 
. 2 nn 

8 — ** f * 1 

„22 ͤ Dwapcr 


new and ſpecial commiſſion from heaven, muſt 
go without any authority for ſo doing.” 


Tarzpue, If the command of Chriſt to teach 
all nations extend only to the apoſtles, then, 
doubtleſs, the promiſe of the divine preſence Nn 

this work muſt be ſo limited; but this is worded 

in ſuch a manner as exprelsly precludes ſuch an 
idea. Lo, J am with you wy to the end of the 
world. 5 


That there are caſes in wbich even a divine 
command may ceaſe to be binding is admitted — 
As for inſtance, if it be repealed, as the ceremonial 
commandments of the jewiſh law; or if there be 
no ſubjects in the world for the commanded act to 

f | be 
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be exercifed upon, as in the law of ſeptennial re- 


leaſe, which might be diſpenſed with when there 
ſhould be no poor in the land to have their debts 


forgiven, Deut. xv. 4. or if, in any particular 
_ inſtance, we can produce a counter-revelation, of 
equal authority with the original command, as 


when Paul and Silas were forbidden of the Holy 8 


Ghoſt to preach the word in Bythinia. Acts xvi. 
8. 7. or if, in any caſe, there be a natural impoſſi- 5 
bility of putting it in execution, It was not the 
duty of Paul to preach Chriſt to the inhabitants 
of Otaheite, becauſe no ſuch place was then diſ- | 
covered, nor had he any means of coming at 


them. But none of theſe things can be alledged . 


| by us in behalf of the negled of the commiſſion 
given by Chriſt, We cannot fay that it is re- 


pealed, like the commands of the ceremonial law ; 


nor can we plead that there are no objects for the. | 


command to be exerciſed upon. Alas! the far 


greater part of the world, as we {hall ſee preſently, 
are ſtill covered with heathen darkneſs! Nor can : 


we produce a counter-revelation, concerning any : 


particular nation, like that to Paul and vilas, con- 
cerning Bythinia; and, if we could, it would not 
warrant our ſitting ſtill and neglecting all the 
other parts of the world; for Paul and Silas, when 
forbidden to preach to thoſe heathens, went elſe- 


where, and preached to others. Neither can we 
allege a natural impoſſibility i in the caſe, Tt»has 
gn 


- 3 


deen faid that we ougat not to force our wa ay. but 


to wait for the openings, and leadings of Pro- 


vidence; but it might with equal propriety. ur 
anſwered ; in this caſe, neither ought we to neglect 


embracing thoſe openings in providence which 


daily preſent themſelves to us. What openings 
of providence do we wait for? We can neither 
expect to be tranſported into the heathen world 
without ordinary means, nor. to be endowed with 
the gift of tongues, &c. when we arrive there. 
Theſe would not be providential interpoſitions, 
but miraculous ones. Where a command exiſts 
nothing can be neceſſary to render it binding 
but a removal of thoſe obſlacles which renter | 
obedience impollible, and theſe are removed 
already. Natural impoſfibili ity can never be 


pleaded ſo long as facts exiſt to prove the contrary. 


Have not the popiſh miſſionaries ſurmounted all 
thoſe diſſiculties which we have generally thought 
to be inſuperable? Have not the millionaries of 

the Unitas Fratrum, or Moravian Brethren, en- 
countered the ſcorching heat of Abyllmia, and 
the frozen climes of Greenland, and Labrador. 


their difficult languages, and ſavage manners? 
Or have not Englilh traders, for the fake of gain, 


ſurinounted all thoſe things which have generally 5 


been counted inſurmountable obſtacles in the 


way of preaching tie goſpel? Witnels the ade 


to Perſia, the Ealt-Indies, China, and Greenland, 
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yea even the accurſed Slave-Trade on the coaſts 
of Africa. Men can infinuate themſelves into 
the favour of the moſt barbarous clans, and un- 
cultivated tribes, for the ſake of gain; and how 


different ſoever the circumſtances of trading and 
preaching are, yet this will prove the pollibility 
of miniſters being introduced there; and if this 


is but thought a ſufficient reaſon to make the 
experiment, my . 18 gained. 


as has” been ſaid that fonts: Jurte divide 


have proved from Scripture that the time is not 
0 yet come that the heathen ſhould be converted: ” 
and that firſt the witneſſes muſt be ſlain, and many 1 


other prophecies fulflled. But admitting this to 


be the cafe (which I much doubt us 5 yet if any 
5 objection is made from this againſt preaching to 
them immediately, it muſt be founded on one of 
theſe things; either that the ſecret purpoſe of 5 


God is the rule of our duty, and then it mult be 
as bad: to pray for them, as to preach to them; 


or elſe that none ſhall be converted in the hea- 
then world till the univerſal down- pouring of the 
: Spirit i in the laſt days. But this objection comes 


too late; for the ſucceſs of the goſpel has Been 


very « conſiderable | in many places already. 


See IR ards on Prayer, on this ſubject, ey” re- e. printed 


by Mr, Surelifte, 


j 


It 
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It has been objecded that there 3 are multitudes | 


in our own nation, and within our immediate 


ſpheres of action, who are as ignorant as the 
_ South-Sea ſavages, and that therefore we have 


work enough at home, without going into other 
2 countries. 2 hat there are thouſands ; in our owre 


land as far from God as poſſible, 1 readily grant, 
and that this ought. to excite us to ten-fold Gili 
gence in our work, and in attempts to ſpread 


divine knowledge amoneſt them is a certain fact; 


'-- Hat: that it ought to ſupercede all attempts to 


. ſpread the goſpel in foreign parts ſeems to want 


+ proof. Our own countrymen have the means ol 


grace, and may attend on the word preached E 
they chuſe it. They have the means of knowing 
the truth, and faithful miniſters are placed in 


almoſt ev ery part of the land, whoſe ſpheres of 
action might be much extended if their congre- 
gations were but more hearty and active in the 
cauſe: but with them the caſe is widely different, 
who have no Bible, no written language, (which 


many of them have not; 33 no miniſters, no good | 
civil gor ernment, nor any of thoſe advantages 1 


which we have. Pity therefore, humanity, and 
much more Chriſtianity, call loudly for every 


poſſible exertion to introduce the goſpel among 


them. 
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Containing a Hort Review o forme Undentalings for 
_ the Converſion q the He -athen, T 


2 ;EFORE 88 coming of © our To: Jeſs Chit 
DD the: whole world were either heathens, or 
jeus 3 and both, as to the body of them were 
enemies to the goſpel. After the reſurrection the 
| diſciples. continued in Jerufalew till Pentecoſt, 
Being daily engaged in prayer and ſupplication, 7 
and having choſen Matthias, to ſupply the place 
of Judas: in the apoſtolic: office, on that ſolemu | 
day, when they were all aſſembled together, a 
most remarkable effuſiou of the Holy Spirit took : 
place, and a capacity of ſpeaking in all foreign 
languages was beſtowed upon them. This oppor- 
tunity was embraced by Peter for preaching the 
gaſpel. to a great congregation of jews and pro- 
felytes, who- were from Parthia, Media, Elam, 
Meſopotamia, Judea, Cappadocia, the proconſular 
Alia, Phrygia, Pamphylia, Egypt, Lybia, Crete. 
; Auabia, Rome, &. and at the firſt effort God 
wrought fo powerſully that three thouſand were 
canverted, who immediately aſter were baptized, 
and; added: to the church. Before. this great 
„ addition 


T5) 

addition th hey conſiſted of but about an hundred 
and twenty perſons, but from that time they con- 

tinually increafed. It was but a little after this 
that Peter and John, going up to the temple, 
| healed the lame man; this miracle drew a great 
multitude together, and Peter took occaſion while 

they Rood wondering at the event, to preach 
Jeſus Chriſt to them. The conſequence was that 
- Hye thouſand more e believed. 


This was not - done without oppoſition ; the 
priefts and ſadducees tried all the methods they 5 
could invent to prevent them from preaching the 
| goſpel. The apoſtles, however, aſſerted their 
divine warrant, and as ſoon as they were ſet at 
liberty addreſſed God, and prayed that a divine 
power might attend their labours, which petition 
was heard, and their future miniſtry was very 
ſucceſsful. On account of their neceſſities who 
were engaged in this good work, thoſe amongſt _ 
them who had poſſeſſions, or goods, fold them, 
and devoted the ae to 3 uſes, 
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Abbt this tins a man ba his wife out of 
great pretenſions to piety, fold an eſtate, and 
brought part of the money to the apoſtles, pre- 
tending it to be the whole; for which diſſimula- 
tion both he and his wits, were. ſtruck dead by 
the hand of God, This awful. cataſtrophe. how- 

ever 
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ever was the occaſion of many more men and 


women being added to the church. The miracles 
wrought by the apoſtles, and the ſueceſs attend- 


prieſts and fadducees, who impriſoned them; 


by. an angel; upon wh ich they went immediately bY 
as they were commanded and preached in the 
temple: here they were ſeized, and brought be- 
fore the council, where Gamaliel ſpake in their 
favour, and they were diſmiſſed. After this they 


they were counted Sn to ſuffer ſhame for the 
name of Chriſt, 5 


"Bp this time the church at Jeruſdlem was ſo 
increaſed that the muſtiplicity of its temporal con- 
cerns was the occaſion of lome neglects, which 
produced a diſſatisſaction. The apoſtles, there- 
fore, recommended to the church to chuſe ſeven. 
pious men, whoſe office it ſhould be to attend 
upon its temporal affairs; that they might give 
| themſelves to prayer, and the miniſtry of the word. 
Seven were accordingly choſen, over whom the 
_ apoſtles prayed, and ordained them to the office 
of Deacons. by impoſition- of hands: and theſe 
things: Leing ſettled the church increaſed more 
. and more. One of theſe Deacons, whoſe name 

WAS. Stephen, being a perſon of eminent know- 

0s 


ing their miniſt ry, ſtirred up greater envy in the 


From which confinement they were ſoon liberated _ 


continued to proſecute their work, rejoicing that | 


(34:53; 


till now had been confined to Jeruſalem, was diſ- 
> perled, and all the preachers except the apoſtles 


were driven thence, and went every where 


N Preaching the word. 


K young man whoſe name was Saul, was very 


als} in this perſecution ; he had been educated : 


under Gamaliel, a member of the Sanhedrim, 
was a perſon of promiſing genius, by profeſſion a 


; Phariſee, and much attached to the jewiſh cere- f 
monies. When Stephen was ſtoned he appeared 5 
much pleaſed with it, and had the cuſtody of 


the. clothes of his executioners; and from that 


time was fired with ſuch a ſpirit of. perſecution 
himſelf, that he went about dragging ſome to 
priſon, and compelling. others to blaſpheme the. 


name of the Lord Jefus, Neither was he con- 
: tented with exerciſing his rage at Jeruſalem, but 


went to the chief prieſts. and obtained teſtimonials. | 
bol authority to carry on the ſame work at Damaſ-- 


cus. But on his way, as he was almoſt ready to 


enter into the city, the Lord changed his heart in 


a very wonderful manner; ſo that inſtead of en- 


55 tering 


. Meg and holineſs, wrought many miracles, and 
Aiſputed with great evidence and energy for the 
truth of Chriſtianity, which raiſed him up a 
number of opponents. Theſe ſoon procured his 
death, and carried their reſentment ſo far as to 
ſtir up ſuch a perſecution that the church, which | 
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85 tering the 1 town to perſecute, he began to prencli 
the goſpel as ſoon as be was able. This ptefently | 
brought upon him the fame perſecution which he 


had deſigned to exerciſe upon others, and even 


endangered his life, ſo that the brethren ſound it 
neceſſary to let him down the city wall in 4 
baſket by night, and ſo he eſcaped the hands of 
his enemies. From thence he went to Jeruſalem | 
where he preached the word, but being perſecuted 
S there, he went to | Cefarea, and from thence io -: 


| Tarſus. = 


In the time of this trouble in the church, 
: Philip went and preached at Samaria with great 


ſucceſs, nay ſo great was the work that an im- 


poſtor, who had deceived the people with leger- 
demain tricks for a long time, was ſo amazed, and 
even convinced, as to protels himſelf a Chriſtian, 
and was baptized ; but was afterwards detected. 
and appeared to be an hypocrite. Beſides him a 
great number believed in reality and being bap- 
tized a church was formed there. Soon after this 
the Lord commanded Philip to go the way which 

led from Jeruſalem to Gaza, which he did, and 


there ſound an eunuch of great authority i in-the” 


court of Ethiopia, to whom he preached Chriſt, 
who believed, and was baptized; after which 
TY n at Aſhdod, or Azotus. 


About 


. 
About the ſame time Peter went to Lydda, or 
Dioſpolis, and cured Eneas of a palſy, which was 


a mean of the converſion not only of the inha- _ 
bitants of that town, but alſo of the neighbouring 
country, called Saron, the capital of which was 
Laſharon ; and while he was there, a circumſtance _ 
turned up which tended much to the ſpread of 
the truth. A woman of Joppa, a ſea-port town 
in the neighbourhood, dying, they ſent to Lydda i 
for Peter, who went. over, and when he had 
prayed ſhe was raiſed to life again; which was an 


| occaſion of the converſion of many in that town. 


Peter continued there preaching for ſome time, . 
+ and lodged at the houſe of a tanner. | 


"Now 3 circumſtance its tended to the 
FE wa propogation of Chriſtianity, for a Roman 


military officer who had ſome acquaintance with 
the Old Teſtament Scriptures, but was not cir- 


cumciſed, was one day engaged in prayer in his 


| houſe at Ceſarea, when an angel appeared to him, 


and bid him ſend for Peter from Joppa to preach 
in his houſe. Before this the work of God had | 
been wholly confined to the jews, and jewiſh | pro- 
ſelytes, and even the apoſtles appeared to have 
had very contracted ideas of the Chriſtian diſ- 
penſation ; but now God by a viſion diſcovered | 
to Peter that Chriſtianity was to be ſpread into 
all nations. He accordingly went and preached 
8 e 
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at the houſe of Cornelius, at Ceſarea, when ſeveral 
were converted, and baptized, and the foundation 55 


of a church laid 1 in that city. 


e of the diſperſed miniſters having fled to 
Antioch i in Syria, began to preach to the greeks 
in that city about the ſame time, and had good 5 
ſucceſs; upon which the apoſtles ſent Paul and 
Barnabas, who inſtructed and ſtrengthened them, 


and a church was formed in that city alſo, 


| which in a little time ſent out ſeveral eminent oy: 


preachers. 


15 the Acts of the apoſiles w we avs an account . 
of four of the principal j journies which Paul, and 

| his companions undertook. The firſt, in which 
he was accompanied by Barnabas, 18 recorded i in 
the xiii. and xiv, chapters, and was the firſt attack 
on the heathen world. It was a journey into the 
leſſer Aſia. In their way they paſſed over the 
5 illand of Cyprus. * No ſooner had they entered 


on their undertaking, than they met with great 


dithculty ; for Mark, whom they had taken as 
their miniſter, deſerted them, and returned to 
Jeruſalem, where, it ſeems, he thought he ſhould 
enjoy the greateſt quiet. Paul and Barnabas how- 
ever went forward; in every city they preached 
the word of the Lord, entering into the jewiſh 
ſynagogues and firſt preaching Chiiſt to them, 
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and then to the gentiles. They were e heard with 
great candout and eagerneſs by ſome, and rejected 
by others with obſtinacy and wrath, and cruel 
| perſecution, One while they had enough to do 
to reſtrain the people from worſhipping them as 
gods, and ſoon after, Paul was ſtoned, dragged 
out of the city, and left for dead. Having pene- 
| trated as far as Derbe, they thought proper to 
return by the way that they came, calling at every 
city where they had ſown the good ſeed, and 
| finding in moſt, if not all theſe places, ſome 
who had embraced the goſpel, they exhorted and 
: ſtrengthened them in the faith, formed them into 
a church ſlate, and ordained them elders, faſted 5 
and prayed with them; and ſo. having com- 
mended them to the Lord on whom they had 
believed, returned to Antioch in Syria, from 
whence th ey. firſt ſet out, and rehearſed to the 
church all that God had done with them, An 
how he had opened the door of laith to the 
5 We 5 
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About this time a diſpute ariſing in the 
churches concerning circumciſion, Paul and Bar- 
nabas were deputed to go up to Jeruſalem, to 
conſult the apoſtles and elders on the ſubjeR. 
This buſineſs being adjuſted, they, accompanied 
with Judas and Silas, returned to Antioch with 


| the general reſolution, and continned there for a 
EW.” ſeaſon, 
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ſeafon, teaching and preaching the word of the 


2 Lord. 


Paul now propoſed to Barnabas, his fellow- 


| labourer, that they might viſt their brethren in 


the places where they had been already, and fee | 
| how they did. To this Barnabas readily acceded, 


. but a difference ariſing between them about 


taking John Mark with them, who had deſerted 
them before, theſe two eminent ſervants of God 
were parted aſunder, and never appear to have | 
travelled together any more. They continued 


however each to ſerve in the cauſe of Ohtiſt, 
though they could not walk together. Barnabas 


took John, and ſailed to Cyprus, his native 
iſland, and Paul took Silas, and went through | 

Syria and Cilicia, to Derbe and Lyſtra, cities 

where he and Barnabas had preached in their ” 


- -" excurſion. 


| Here they found Timothy, a promiſing young 
man, whom they enceunraged to engage in the 
miniſtry. 


5 Paul being now at Lyſtra, which was the 
boundary of his hiſt excurſion, and having viſited 
the churches already planted, and delivered to 
them the decrees of the apoſtles and elders relat- 
ing to circumciſion, ſeems to have felt his heart 
enlarged, 


( 23 5 


nl and aſſayed to carry on the glorious 
work of preaching the goſpel to the heathen to a 


greater extent. With Silas and Timotheus he 
in his ſecond journey“ took a weſtern direction, 


5 paſſing through Phrygia, and the region of Galatia. 


Having preached the word in theſe parts with 
conſiderable ſucceſs, T he and his companions 


wiſhed to have gone into the proconſular Aſia, 


and afterwards aſſayed to go into Bythinia but 

. being forbidden of the Holy Ghoſt, who ſeems to 

have had a ſpecial deſi ign of employing them elſe- 
where; paſting by Myſia they came down to Troas 5 


on the ſea-coaſt, Here a viſion appeared to Paul, 


in which he was invited to go over to Macedonia. 


Obedient to the heavenly viſion, and greatly en- 


couraged by it, they with all ſpeed crofſed the 

Egean Sea, and paſſing through the iſland of 
Samothracia, landed at Neapolis, and went from 
thence to Philippi, the chief city of that part of 


Macedonia. It was here that Paul preached on 


a Sabbath day to a few women by a river ſide, | 
and Lydia, a woman of Thyatira, was converted 
and baptized, and her houſhold with her. R 


was here that a poor girl, who brought her em- 


0 len prove by e ns 


8 The a account of this 3 journey into the heathen world ” 


begins at Acts xv. 40. and ends chap. xviil. 22. 
+ See ch. àwili. 23, and Gal, i. 27 
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( 22 ) 
ſeaſon, teaching and preaching the word of the 
Lord. 


"Paul 15 propoſed to Barnabas, his fellow- _ 


labourer, that they might viſit their brethren 1 in 
the places where they had been already, and ſee 
how they did. To this Barnabas readily acceded, 


but a difference ariſing between them about 


; taking Fokn Mark with them, who had deſerted 
them before, theſe two eminent ſervants of God 2 
were parted aſunder, and never appear to have 


= travelled together any more. They continued 
however each to ſerve in the cauſe of Chriſt, 


though they could not walk together. Barnabas 
took John, and ſailed to Cyprus, his native 


iſland, and Paul took Silas, and went through 


Syria and Cilicia, to Derbe and Lyſtra, cities 
where he and Barnabas had preached in | their 


firſt excurſion, 
Here os found Timothy, a promiſing young 
1 man, whom they e to engage in the 


miniſtry. 


| Paul being now at Lyſtra, which was the 


boundary of his firſt excurſion, and having viſited 


the churches already planted, and delivered to 
them the decrees of the apoſtles and elders relat- 
ing to circumciſion, ſeems to have felt his heart 
= enlarged, 0 


enlarged, and aſſayed to carry on the glorious 
work of preaching the goſpel to the heathen to a 
greater extent. With Silas and Timotheus he 


in his ſecond journey“ took a weſtern direction, 
paſſing through Phrygia, and the region of Galatia. 
Having preached the word in theſe parts with 
conſiderable ſucceſs, F he and his companions 
' withed to have gone into the proconſular Aſia, 8 


and afterwards aſſayed to go into Bythinia; but 


being forbidden of the Holy Ghoſt, who ſeems to 
| have had a ſpecial deſign of employing them elſe- 
where; paſting by Myſia they came down to Troas 
on the ſea-coaſt, Here a viſion appeared to Paul, 
in which he was invited to go over to Macedonia. : 
Obedient to the heavenly viſion, and greatly en- 
couraged by it, they with all fpeed croſſed the 
Egean Sea, and paſſing through the iſland of 
5 Samothracia, landed at Neapolis, and went from 
_ thence to Philippi, the chief city of that part of : 
Macedonia. It was here that Paul preached on 
a Sabbath day to a few women by a river ſide, 
And Lydia, a woman of Thyatira, was converted 


and baptized, and her houſhold with her. It 


was here that a poor girl, who brought her em- 
Ployers conſiderable profit by foretelling future 


*The account of this ſecond journey into the heathen world 


begins at Acts xv, 40. and ends chap. xviil. 22, 
+ See ch. àuiii, 23, and Gal, 1, 25 | 
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events, followed the apoſtles, had her ſpirit of 
_ divination ejected, on which account her maſters 
were much irritated, and raifed a tumult, the 


effe& of which was, that Paul and Silas were im- 


Wy priſoned. But even this was over-ruled for the 
ſucceſs of the goſpel, in that the keeper of the 
priſon, and all his houſe, were thereby brought ; 
to believe in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and were 

E | 


Bron: nge! he paſſed thorough Amphi- 


polis, Apollonia, Theſſalonica, (now Salonichi,) 
| Berea, Athens, and Corinth, preaching the goſpel 
wherever they went. From hence Paul took 
ſhip and ſailed to 87755. only giving a ſhort call | 
ab; Epheſus, determining to be at Jeruſalem at 
the feaſt of the paſſover; and having ſaluted the 
church, he came to Celarea, and krom thence 89 8 
Antioch. wy 


a Here ended Pauls ſecond journey, which was 
very extenſive, and took up ſome years of his 


time. He and his companions met with their 
difficulties in it, but had likewiſe their encourage 
ments. They were perſecuted at Philippi, as 
already noticed, and generally found the Jews to 
be their moſt inveterate enemies. Theſe would 
_ raiſe tumults, inflame the minds of the gentiles 


againſt them, and follow them from place to 
"PCH 


(45) 
| place, doing them all the miſchief i in their power, 
This was the caſe eſpecially at Theſſalonica, Berea, 


and Corinth. But amidſt all their perſecutions 
God was with them, and ſtrengthened them in 


various ways. At Betea they were candidly re- 


ceived, and their doctrine fairly tried by the 
Holy Scriptures; and therefore, it is faid, many of | 
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them believed, At other places, though they affected 


to deſpiſe the apoſtle, yet ſome clave unto him. 


At Corinth oppoſition roſe to a great height ; but 


the Lord appeared to his ſervant in a viſion, ſay- 


ing, Be not afraid, but ſpeak, and hold not thy peace, 
fror I am with thee, and no man ſhall ſet on thee to hurt 
thee; for I have much people in this city. And the 

; promiſe was abundantly made good i in the ſpirit 
__ diſcovered by Gallio, the proconſul, who turned 
a deaf ear to the accuſations of tre Jews, and S 


nobly declined interfering in matters beſide his 


province. Upon the whole a number of churches 
were planted during this journey, which for ages 


after {hone as lights in the world. 


When Paul had viſited Antioch, and ſpent 
ſome time there, he prepared for a third] journey 


into beathen countries, the account of which 


begins Acts xviii. 23. and ends chap. xxi. 17. At 
his firſt ſetting out he went over the whole country 
of Galatia and Phrygia i in order, ſtrengthening all 
the e diſciples; and 1 through the upper coaſts 


came 
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026 
came to Epheſus. There for the ſpace of three 
months, he boldly preached in the jewiſh ſyna- 
gogue, diſputing, and perſuading the things con- 
cerning the kingdom of God. But when the 
| hardened jews had openly rejected the goſpel, and 
ſpake evil of that way before the multitude, Paul 
openly ſeparated the diſciples from them, and 


ſas © a 3 * Sel. 


aſſembled i in the ſchool of one Tyrannus. This, 

it is ſaid, continued for the ſpace of two years, 5 
fo that all they who dwelt in the proconſular Afi 5 - 
heard the word of the Lord Jeſus, both jews and greeks, 85 4 


Certain magicians, about this time were expoſed, 
and others converted, who burnt their books, and 

_ confeſſed their deeds. So mightily grew che word 2 
of the Lord, and prevailed. 


0 

55 "© 

Aer this an uproar 5 raiſed by De metrius, Mu 
the filverſmith, Paul went into Macedonia, viſited _ tc 
the churches planted in his former journey, and 44 
from thence paſſed into Greece. Having preached wh 
up and down for three months, he thonght of to 
ſailing from thence directly to Syria; but in be 
order to avoid the jews, who laid wait for him 10 
near the ſea coaſt, he took another courſe through to: 
Macedonia, and from thence to Iroas, by the jer 
way of Philippi. There is no mention made in da 
his former journey of his having preached at £01 
Troas; yet it ſeems he did, and a church was oce 
gathered, with Whom the apoſtle at this tine arr 
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united in breaking of bread. It was here that lle 
preached all night, aud raiſed Eutychus, who 

being overcome with ſleep, had fallen down, and 

was taken up dead. From hence they ſer fail for 

Syria, and in their way called at Miletus, where 
Paul ſent for the elders of the church of Epheſus, 
and delivered that moſt ſolemn and affectionate 
farewell, recorded in the 20th chapter of the Acts 
of the Apoſtles. From hence they ſailed for 
0 Tyre, where they tarried ſeven days, and from 
thence proceeded to Jeruſalem. ö 
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| Paul's bartl and laſt journey For rather voy= 
8 was to Rome, where he went in the character 
of a priſoner. For being at Jeruſalem lie was 
quickly apprehended by the jews; but being 
reſcued by Lyſias, the chief captain, he was ſent 
to Ceſarea to take his trial. Here he made his 
defence before Felix and Druſ Ila, in ſuch ſort 
that the judge, inſtead of the priſoner, was made 
to tremble. Here alſo he made his defence 
before Feſtus, Agrippa, and Bernice, with ſuch 
force of evidence that Agrippa was almoſt per- 
ſuaded to be a Chriſtian, But the 1nalice of the 
jews being inſatiable, and Paul finding himſelf in 
danger of being delivered into their hands, was 
conſtrained to appeal unto Cæſar. This was the 
occaſion of his being ſent to Rome, where he 


arrived after a a long and Aae voyage, and 
1 being 
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being ſhipwrecked on the iſland of Melita, Were : 


he wrought pant and Publius, the governor, 


= was s converted. 


When he afived at Rome by addreſſed . 
countrymen the jews, ſome of whom believed; 
but when others rejected the golpel, be turned 


from them to the gentiles. and for two whole 
years dwelt in his own hired houſe preaching the 
kingdom of God, and teaching thoſe things which 


; Concern the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, with all confidence, * 
no man eee him. 5 


Thus fie the hiſtory of the Ads of the Apoſtle 


informs us of the ſucceſs of the word in the 

primitive times; and hiſtory informs us of its 
being preached about this time, in many other 

| places. Peter ſpeaks of a church at Babylon; 
Paul propoſed a journey t to Spain, and it is gene- 
| Tally believed he went there, and likewiſe came 

: to France and Britain. Andie w- preached to the 
Scythians, north of the Black Sea. John is ſaid 
to have preached i in India, and we know that he 
Was at the Iſle of Patmos, in the Archipelago. | 
Philip i is reported to have preached j in upper Aſia, b 
Scythia, and Phrygia; Bartholomew in India, on 

this ſide the Ganges, Phrygia, and Armenia; 2 
Matthew in Arabia, or Aſiatic Ethiopia, and 
: Parthia Thomas 3 in India, as far as the coaſt of 


Coromandel, 


. (29 . 
Odiomandel, and ſome ſay in the iſland of Cey- 
| lon; Simon, the Canaanite, in Egypt, Cyrene, 
Mauritania, Lybia, and other parts of Africa, and 
from thence to have come to Britain; and Jude 
is ſaid to have been principally engaged in the 
leſſer Aſia, and Greece. Their labours were 
_ evidently very extenſive, and very ſucceſsful; ſo. 
that Pliny, the younger, who lived ſoon after the 
death of the apoſtles, in a letter to the emperor, 
Trajan, obſerved that Chriſtianity had ſpread, not 
only through towns and cities, but alfo through 
whole countries Indeed before this, i in the time 


of Neto, it was ſo prevalent. that it was thought 


TS neceſſary to oppoſe it by an Imperial Edict, and 8 
accordingly the proconſuls, and other governors, : 
were commiſſioned to TOY. it. 


N 00 wh: lived about the middle 9 
the ſecond century, in his dialogue with Trypho, 
obſerved that there was no part of mankind, whe- 
| ther greeks or barbarians, or any others, by what 
name ſoever they were called. whether the Sarma- 
: tians, or the Nomades, who had no houſes, 
or the Scenites of Arabia Petrea, who lived in 
tents among their cattle, where ſupplications and 
thankſgivings are not offered up to the Father, and 
maker of all things, through the name of Jeſus 
Chriſt, Irenæus, who lived about the year 170 
ſpeaks of churches that were founded in Bere, 
E „„ . 5 


39 


Spain, France, the eaſtern countries, Egypt, 17. 


bia, and the middle of the world Tertullian, 


| who lived and wrote at Carthage in Africa, about 
twenty years afterwards, enumerating the coun- 
tries where Chriſtianity had penetrated, makes 
mention of the Parthians, Medes, Elamites, Meſo- 
potamians, Armenians, Phrygians, Cappadocians, 
the inhabitants of Pontus, Aſia, Pamphylia, 
Egypt, and the regions of Africa beyond Cyrene, 
the Romans, and Jews, formerly of Jeruſalem, 


many of the Getuli, many borders of the Mauri. 


or Moors, in Mauritania; now Barbary, Morocco, 
Sc. all the borders of Spain, many nations of the 


= Gauls, and the places in Britain which were in- 


| acceſſible to the Romans; the Dacians, Sarma- 
tians, Germans, Scythians, and the inhabitants 
of many hidden nations and provinces, and of 
many iſlands unknown to him, and which he 
could not enumerate, The labours of the mini- 
ſters of the goſpel, in this early period, were ſo 
remarkably bieſſed of God, that the laſt- mentioned | 
| writer obſerved, in a letter to Scapula, that if he 
began a perſecution the city of Carthage itſelf 
muſt be decimated thereby. Yea, and ſo abundant 
were they in the three. firſt centuries, that ten 
years conſtant and almoſt univerſal perſecution 
under Diocleſian, could neither root out the 
4 Chriſtians, NOT Prejudice their cauſe, 


| After 7. 


„ 


Atter this they had great encouragement under 
ſeveral emperors, particularly Conſtantine and 
Theodoſius, and a very great work of God was 
carried on; but the eaſe and affluence which in 
theſe times attended the church, ſerved to intro- 


troduce a flood of corruption, which by degrees 
brought on the whole ſyſtem of popery, by means 


of which all appeared to he loſt again; and Satan 
ſet up his kingdom of darkneſs, deceit, and hu- 
man authority over conſcience, through. all the 


Chriſtian world. 


110 the time of Wonen '« one bmbsmti | 

was ſent to preach to the Indians, and met with | 
great ſucceſs. A young woman who was a Chriſ- 
tian, being taken captive by the Iberians, or 


Georgians, near the Caſpian Sea, informed them 


of the truths of Chriſtianity, and was ſo much re- 
garded that they ſent to Conſtantine for miniſters 
to come and preach the word to them. About 
the ſame time ſome barbarous nations having 
made irruptions into Thrace, carried away ſeveral 
Chriſtians captive, who preached the goſpel; by 
which means the inhabitants upon the Rhine, 5 
and the Danube, the Celtæ, and ſome other parts 


of Gaul, were brought to embrace Chriſtianity. 


About this time alſo James of Niſbia, went into 


Perſia to ſtrengthen the Chriſtians, and preach to 
the heathens; and bis ſucceſs was ſo great that 
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| Adiabede was almoſt entirely Chriſtian, About 
the year 372, one Moſes, a Monk, went td preach 
to the Saracens, who then lived in Arabia, where 
he had great ſucceſs; and at this time the Goths, 
and other northern nations, had the kingdom of 
Chriſt further extended amongſt them, but which. 
was ME ſoon OT with Arianiſm, 


Soon alter this: the Kingdom of Chriſt was 


| ſurcher extended among the Scythian Ns 
beyond the Danube, and about the year 430, a : 
| People called the Burgundians, received the 986 
Poel Four years after that Palladius was ſent to ; 
. « preach in Scotland, and the next year Patrick was 
ſent from Scotland to preach to the Triſh, who 
before his time were totally uncivilized, and, 
ſome ſay, cannibals; he however, was uſeful, 
and laid the foundations of ſeveral churches in 


Ireland. Preſently after this, truth ſpread further 
among the Saracens, and in 522, Zathus, king of 


the Colchians encouraged it, and many of that 


nation were converted to Chriſtianity, About 


this time alſo the work was extended in Ireland, | 
by Finian, and in Scotland by Conſtantine and 
_ Columba; the latter of whom preached alſo to 
: the Picts, and Brudzus, their king, with feveral 
| others, were converted. About 541, Adad, the 
” king of Ethiopia, was converted by the preaching 
& Manſio onarius; the Heruli Peyond the Danube, 


Were 


(9). 


were now made obedient to the k; and the 5 
Abaſgi, n near the Caucaſian Mountains, 


But now popery, x Apel the compulſive part 
of it, was riſen to ſuch an height, that the uſual 
method of propagating the goſpel, or rather what 

was ſo called, was to conquer pagan nations by 
force of arms, and then oblige them to ſubmit to 
_ Chriſtianity, after which biſhopricks were erected, 
and perſons then ſent to inſtru the people. 1 

ſhall juſt mention ſome of thoſe who are ſaid o 

have laboured thus. : 


In 20% Audio, this: nbak;- Melis. . 5 
Paulinus, and Ruffinian, laboured in England, i; 
and in their way were very ſucceſsful. Paulinus, 
. ho appears to have been one of the beſt of them, 11 
had great ſuccels in Northumberland; Birinnius 
preached to the Weſt Saxons, and Felix to. the 


- 4 Eaſt Angles. In 589, Amandus Gallus laboured 
in Ghent, Chelenus in Artois, and Gallus and 


: Columbanus in Suabia. In 648, Egidius Gallus 
in Flanders, and the two Evaldi, i in W eſtphalia. 1 5 
In 684, Wiliffed, in the Ille of Wight. In 688, 
Chilianus, in upper Franconia. In 698, Boni- 
face, or Winifred, among the Thuringians, near 
; Erford, in Saxony, and Willibroad i in Weſt-Friei-- 
land Charlemagne conquered Hungary in the 


year boo, and obliged the inhabitants to profeſs _ 
; _ Chriſtianity, 3 


0 44 ) 


Chriſtianity, when Modeſtus likewiſe preached to 


the Venedi, at the ſource of the Save and Drave. 


In 833, Anſgarius preached in Denmark, Gaudi- 
bert in Sweden, and about MTs MOOR, and 


Cyril, in Bohemia, 


About the year 500, the e over- run Bul- | 
garia, and Chriſtianity was extirpated; but about 

3870 they were re- converted. : Poland began to 5 
be brought over about the ſame time, and after- 
wards, about 960 or go, the work was further 
extended amongſt the Poles and Pruſſians. e 

5 work was begun in Norway in 960, and in Muſ- . 
covy in 989, the Swedes propagated Chriſtianity 

in Finland, in 1168, Lithuania became Chriſtian | 

in 1386, and Samogitia i in 1439. The Spaniards 
forced popery upon the inhabitants of South- _ 
America, and the Portugueſe in Aſia. The 

| Jeſuits were ſent into China in 1 552. Xavier, | 
whom they call the apoſile of the Indians, la- 
boured in the Eaſt-Indies and Japan, from 1541 x 
to 1552, and. ſeveral miſſions of Capauchins 

were ſent to Africa in the ſeventeenth century. 

But blind zeal, groſs ſuperſtition, and infamous 

 cruelties, ſo marked the appearances of religion 

all this time, that the profeſſors of Chriſtianity 

needed converſion, as much as the heathen £2 


world, 


Aen. 


F 


* 


A few pious people had fled from the general | 
corruption, and lived obſcurely i in the vallies of 
Piedmont and Savoy, who were like the ſeed of 
the church. Some of them were now and then 
neceſlitated to travel into other parts; where they 

. faithfully teſtified againſt the corruptions of the 
times. About 1369 Wickliffe began to preach | 
the faith in England, and his preaching and 
writings were the means of the converſion of 
great numbers, many of whom became excellent 


preachers ; and a work was begun which aſter- 


' wards ſpread in England, Hungary. Bohemia, | 


N Germany, Switzerland, and many other places. 


Jobn Huſs and Jerom of Prague, preached boldly 
and ſucceſsfully in Bohemia, and the adjacent 
parts. In the following century Luther, Calvn, 
Melancton, Bucer, Martyr, and many others, 
ſtood up againſt all the reſt of the world; they 
preached, and prayed, and wrote; and nations 
agreed one after another to caſt off the yoke of 


popery, and to embrace the doctrine of the 
golpel. 
| | / 


In England, epiſcopal tyranny ſucceeded to 


popiſh cruelty, which, in the year 1620, obliged 


many pious people to leave their native land 


and ſettle in America; theſe were followed by 
others in 1629, who laid the foundations of 
ſeveral goſpel. churches, which have increaſed 

3 as amazingly 
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| amäzingly ſince that time, and the Redeemer has 
fixed his throne in that country, where but a. 
| little time e ago, Satan had nen dominion. 


a Tn my Mr. k Elliot, of New-Eingland, a very 
8 pious and zealous miniſter, began to preach to ; 
the Indians, among whom he had great ſucceſs: 
| ſeveral churches of Indians were planted, and ſome 


preachers and ſchool-maſters raiſed up amongſt 


them; fince which time others have laboured | 
gf amongſt them with ſome good encouragement. 


About the year 1743, Mr. David Brainerd was 


Ms | fent 1 miſſionary to ſome more Indians, where 19 5 
he preached, and prayed, and after ſome time an 


extraordinary work of converſion was wrought, 


and wonderful ſucceſs attended his miniſtry. 5 
And at this preſent time, Mr. Kirkland and Mr. 


| . Sergeant are employed in the ſame good work, 
and God 1 eee, bleſſed their TRROUTS. 


7 


In e the king of Denmark ſent a \ Mr. 
| Ziegenbalg, and ſome others, to Tranquebar, on 
the Coromandel coaſt in the Eaſt-Indies, who 
were uſeful to the natives, ſo that many of the 
hlaeathens were turned to the Lord, The Dutch 


Eaſt-India Company likewiſe having extended 


their commerce, built the city of Batavia, and a 
5 church was opened there; and the Lord's Supper 
: was ommukterey for the firſt time, on the zd of 


Wann. ( January, 


"EC m1 ] 


January, 1621, by their miniſter James Hulzibos; 
from hence ſome miniſters were ſent to Amboyna, 
who were very ſucceſsful. A ſeminary of learning 

was erected at Leyden, in which miniſters and 

aſſiſtants were educated, under the renowned 

Waleus, and ſome years a great number were ſent 

to the Eaſt, at the Company's expence, ſo that in 

a little time many thouſands at Formoſa, Malabar, 

Ternate, Jaffanapatnam, in the town of Columba, 

at Amboyna, Java, Banda, Macaſſar, and Malabar, 

embraced the religion of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 


| The work has decayed in ſome places, but they 


now have churches in Ceylon, Sumatra, Java, 
Amboyna, and ſome other of the ſpice illands, 5 
„ e at the Cape of Good Hope, i in Africa. vg bog bly, 5 
But none of the moderns have equalled the 
Moravian Brethren i in this good work; they have 5 
ſent miſſions to Greenland, Labrador, and ſeveral 
of the Weſt-Indian Hands, which have been 
bleſſed for good. They have likewiſe ſent to. 


Abyſhnia, in Africa, but what ſucceſs they have 
had 1 cannot tell. 


The | 5 Mr. Weſley lately made an effort in : 
the Weſt-Indies, and ſome of their miniſters are 


now labouring amongſt the Caribbs and Negroes, 


and I have ſeen pleaſing accounts of their 


ſucceſs. 
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_ SECT, II. | 


| Containing a 95800 of the preſent State i the. 


World. 


IN this Regry⸗ 1 ſhall conſider the i as 


divided, according to its uſual diviſion, into 


four: parts, EUROPE, ASIA, AFRICA, and 
AMERICA, and take notice of the extent of the 
ſeveral countries, their population, civilization, : 
and religion. The article of religion I ſhall 
1 divide into Chriſtian, Jewiſh, Mahometan, and 
Pagan; and ſhall now and then hint at the parti- 
cular ſe& of them that prevails in the places 
which 1 {hall deſcribe. The following Tables 
will exhibit a more comprehenſive view of what 
I propoſe, than any FO I can offer on the 
3 e 5 
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Countri es. 
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| Length. 
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5 . ks e e 
= Breadth.| —- 
| Miles. 


| Religion, 


Ireland 5 


r 
Spain. | . * . N 0 


Portugal . 


SWEDEN, including Sweden 
proper, Gothland, Sho- 
nen, Lapland, Both-| 
nia, and Finland. „ 


Ille of Gothland 5 


— Oeſel 
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— Dago . . «. «| 


Great- Brit ain 5 
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EUROPE. 


. 2 r — Lg 


. [- "EXTENT. . N 3 * . : BY 
6 Countries. Length. Breadth.| 1 mi wg 5 : Religion. 
5 Miles. Miles. . oe ; 
Tie of Tombom CC 0 2,000 | atnerans. < 
Greenland . . . .| Undiſcovered. 7,000 |Pagans, and Moravian Chriſtians, 
r 6 724,000 |Lutherans, 
OO 2 |= a ND 4.500 Dito. 
Daniſh Lapland C0 100, 0 Ditto, and Pagans. 
JJ ˙» oo 580 9,000, oo Papiſts, Lutherans "Calvinifta tows, 
ro 760 2,500, 000 Calviniſts, Catholics, & Lutherans. 
. ; 600,000 [Papiſts. F 
p En ,so, 900 Vitto, 
Italy F 56600 20, 000, 0 Die. 
United Netherlands | 150 | 150 | 2,000,000 Proteſtants of ſeveral denominations. 
Auſtrian Netherlands _-] 200 | 200 | 2,500,000 | (Papiſts and Proteſtants. 


* The reſt of Pruffan dominions being feartered about 1 in ſeveral countries, are counted to thoſe countr ies | where they lie. 
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EE ST: _ EUROPE. FOR = 
Countries. 3 N Bread a of 

Miles. | Miles. | _ abikantt. 
. — „1, 200,506 Sicc genheit. 
1 390 be || 1,000,000 Ditto. 
' Crim Tartary . 145: | Bo | oo, ooo Ditto. „ 
Iſle of Tenedos 5 ) „% — ĩͤ 8 © 
— Negropent . .| 90 25 | 235.000 Ditto. „ 
„ ĩ 1415.00 Dino. 

— Paros . .| 36 in compaſs. | 48.500 Greek Chriſtians, 

— Leſbos, or Mitylene| 160 in compaſs. | 30,000 |Makometans and Greeks. 

—— Naxia . ioo in compaſs. | 8,000 |Greeks and Papiſts. 
Scio, or Chios «| 112 in compaſs. | 113,000 Greek Chriſtians, Papiſts, & Mahomet, 
— „„ een,  _ 1,000 o,. 
— . 60 in compaſs. | 1,00 Ditto. 3 
c 2 in compaſs. 3000 Ditto. 5 
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_ EUROPE. 


RT... "EXTENT. 3 x 5 
Countries. Fol Breadth.| | 4 by 1 of Religion 
EE _Miles. | Miles. | 888 855 

Ile of Ihermia .. 40 in gy ES "6,000 Greek Conan | 
—— Stampalia . . 50 in compals. | 3,00 Ditto. 

— Salamis 50 in compaſs. 1, Ditto. 

— Scarpanta . - 20 in compaſs. | 25, 00 Ditto. 

— Cephalonia 130 in compals. BY 50, ooo Ditto. 

— Zant ] 50 in compaſs. |, 30, 00 Greek Chriſtians. 
—— Milo .. . . .| bo in compaſs. |. 40,000. Ditto. 

\ Corfu . . . .| 120 in compaſs. 60 o00 Ditto. 55 
—— Candia, or Crete | 200 60 400,000 Ditto, and Mahometans. 
' ——. Coos, or Stanchia | 70 in compaſs. 12,800 |Mahometans and Chriſtians. 
Rhodes 80 BH | al 120,000 |Ditto. e 
Cyprus .| 150 | Jo | 300,000, Mahometans. 
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HIS, as "nearly; as $I can obtain information, 
is the ſtate of the world; though i in many 


countries, as Turkey, Arabia, Great Tartary, 
Africa, and America, except the United States, 


and moſt of the Aſiatic Iſlands, we have no | 


accounts of the number of inhabitants, that can | 

be relied on. I have therefore only calculated 8 
the extent, and counted a certain number on an 
average vpon a ſquare mile; in ſome countries 
more, and in Ot thers leſs, according As circum- 
ſunnces determine. A few general remarks upon 5 
95 it will conclude this ſection, _ 


= 


5 Fin 7 Th R 88 the world according 
to this calculation, amount to about ſeven hun- . 


dred and thirty-one millions; four hundred and 


twenty millions of whom are ſeill in pagan dark- 
neſs; an hundred and thirty millions the followers 
of Mahomet; an hundred millions catholics; 
ſorty- four millions proteſtants; thirty millions of 
the greek and armenian churches, and perliaps 
ſeven millions of jews, It muſt undoubtedly 1 
ſtrike every confi derate mind, what a vaſt pro- 


5 portion of the ſons of Adam there are, who yet 


remain in the moſt deplorable ſtate of heathen 
darkneſs, without any means of knowing the true 


E cept what are afforded ew by the works 
of 


( 63 ) 


of nature; and utterly inte of the knowledge 


of the goſpel of Chriſt, or of any means of | 


obtaining it. In many of theſe countries they 
have no written language, conſequently no Bible, 
and are only led by the moſt childiſh cuſtoms and 
traditions. Such, for inſtance, are all the middle 


and back parts of North America, the inland 


parts of South America, the South- Sea Iſlands, - 
New Holland, New Zealand, New Guinea; and 
1 may add Great Tartary, Siberia, Samojedia, 
and the other parts of Aſia contiguous to the 
5 trozen ſea; the greateſt part of Africa, the iſland 
of Madagaſcar, and many places beſide. In 
5 many of theſe parts alſo they are cannibals, feed- 
ing upon the fleſh of their lain enemies, with the 
greateſt brutality and eagerneſs. The truth of 
this was aſcertained, beyond a doubt, by the late | 
eminent navigator, Cooke, of the New Zealanders, 
and ſome of the inhabitants of the weſtern coaſt 
of America. Human facrifices are alſo very fre- 
5 quently offered, ſo that ſcarce a week elapſes with- 
out inſtances of this kind. They are in general 
poor, barbarous, naked pagans, as deſtitute of = 
civilization, as they are of true religion. 


SECONDLY, Barbarous as theſe poor heathens 


: are, they appear to be ay capable of knowledge as 
we are; and in many places, at leaſt, have diſco- 


vexed uncommon genius and tractableneſs; and 


1 greatly 


Cy 


I greatly ſn whether moſt of the barbarities 
practiced by them, have not originated in ſome 

real or ſuppoſed affront, annd are therefore, more 

1 properly, acts of ſelf-defence, than proofs of 1 in- 
5 human and blood-thirſty e ba 


Tamnbir, In other part. where they Babe 45 
waitin language, as in the Eaſt-Indies, China, 
: Japan, Kc. chey know nothing of the goſpel. 
5 The jeſuits indeed once made many converts to 
pPopery among the Chineſe; but their higheſt aim 


| ſeemed | to be to. obtain their good opinion ; for 


though the converts profeſſed themſelves Chriſ- 
ans, yet they were allowed to honour the image 
of Coxrocius their great law-giver; and at length 
their ambitiqus intrigues brought upon thein the 
8 diſpleaſure of government, which terminated in | 
the ſuppreſſion of the miſſion, and almoſt, if not 
5 entirely, of the Chriſtian name. It is alſo a me- 
lancholy fact, that the vices of Europeans have 
been communicated wherever they themſelves 
have been; ſo that the religious ſtate of even hea- 
thens has been rendered worſe. by intercourſe 
with them! SO | 9 


| FovzruLy, A very great proportion of Aſia and 
BE Africa, with ſome part of Europe, are Mahometans; 
and thoſe in Perſia, who are of the ſe& of Hall, 
are the moſt inveterat e enemies to the Turks; 
| and 


4 ( 65 4 
and they in return abhor the Perſians. The 
Africans are ſome of the moſt ignorant of all the 


mahometans ; eſpecial] y the Arabs, who are ſcat- 


tered through : all the northern parts of Africa, and 


live upon the depredations which They are con- 


tinually making . arte their e =, 


v. 


Barony, fa reſpec, to thoſe who bear the 
Chriſtian name, a very great degree of ignorance 
and immorality abounds amongſt them. There 


are Chriſtians, ſo called, of the greek and armenian 


_ churches, in all the mahometan countries; but 
they are, if pollible, more ignorant and vicious 
than the mahometans themſelves The Georgian : 

Chriſtians, who are near the Caſpian Sea, main- 
tain themſelves by ſelling their neighbours, rela- 


tions, and children, for ſlaves to the Turks and 


Perſians. And it is remarked, that if any of the 
greeks of Anatolia turn muſſuimen, the Turks 
never ſet any ſtore by them, on account of their 
being ſo much noted for diſſimulation and hypo- 
crify. It is well known that moſt of the members 
of the greek church are very ignorant. Papiſts 
alſo are in gener:l ignorant of divine things, and 
very vicious. Nor do the bulk of the church of 


England much exceed them, either in knowledge 
or holineſs; and many errors, and much looſeneſs 


of conduct, are to be found amongſt diſſenters of 
all denominations, The lutherans in Denmark, 
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T1) 
are much on a par with the eccleſiaſtics in Eng- 
land; and the face of moſt Chriſtian countries 
preſents a dreadful ſcene of i ignorance, hypocriſy. 
and profligacy. Various baneful, and pernicious 
errors appear to gain ground, in almoſt every 
part of Chriſtendom; the truths of the goſpel, 17 7 
and even the goſpel itſelf, are attacked, and ,, 
| method that the enemy can invent is employed 
to undermine the Fingdom.' of « our Lord 98 1 


Chriſt, 


: Al hols. things are loud calls to Chriſtians, | 
and eſpecially to miniſters, to exert themſelves to 
the utmoſt in their ſeveral ſpheres of action, and „ 
to try to enlarge them as much as Fe 5 S | 1 
ic 


16 


The Praflicatiliy of ati being done, more 100 


what f is e for the « Comer on "04 the Heathen, 4 


HE impediments in | the way of carrying 
the goſpel among the heathen muſt ariſe, I 


I whink, from one or other of the following things; 


—either their diſtance from us, their barbarous 
and ſavage manner of living, the danger of being | 
| Lilled by them, the difficulty of procuring. the 
neceſſaries of life, or the unintelligibleneſs of their | 


languages. 


hb As to their dns from us, whatever 
1 might have been made on that account 
before the invention of the mariner's compaſs, 
nothing can be alledged ſor it, with any colour of 
plauſibility 1 in the preſent age. Men can now fail. : 
with as much certainty through the Great South _ 


Sea, as they can through the Mediterranean, or 


any leſſer Sea. Yea, and providence ſeems i ina 


manner to invite us to the trial, as there are to our 
knowledge trading companies, whoſe commerce 


lies in many of the places where theſe barbarians 
R 2 — — dwell. 
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| dwell. Abs one time Or ache ſhips a are VER to 5 
viſit places of more recent diſcovery, and to : 
explore parts the moſt unknown; and every freſh 
account of their ignorance, or cruelty, ſhould call 
forth our pity, and excite us to concur with pro- 
vidence in ſeeking their eternal good. Scripture _ 
likewiſe ſeems to point out this method, Surely. the 
Illes ſhall wait for me; the ſhips of Tarſhiſh firſt, to 
bring my ſons from far, their ſilver, and their gold with 
| them, unto the name of the Lord, thy God. Ifai. Ix. g. 10 
This ſeems to imply that in the time of the 
glorious increaſe of the church, in the latter days, 
lot which the whole chapter is undoubtedly: a 
prophecy,) commerce ſhall ſubſerve the ſpread of 
the goſpel. The thips of Tarſhiſh were trading 5 
veſſels, which made voyages for trafhc to various 
parts; thus much therefore muſt be meant by it iy 
that navigation, eſpecially that which i is commercial, 
1 ſhall be one great mean of carrying on the work 
of God; and perhaps it may imply that there 
| ſhall be a very conſiderable appropriation of 
wealth to that purpoſe. 5 


; oY As to their uncivilized, and bar- 
3 barous 1 way of living, this can be no objection to 
any, except thoſe whoſe love of eaſe renders 
; them unwilling. to expoſe themſelves to incon- 
veniencies for the 990 of others. : 


11 


4 bg ) 

It was uo objection to the apoſtles and their 
e who went among the barbarous Ger- 
mans and Gauls, and ſtill more harbarous Britons! 4 
Tbey did not wait for the ancient inhabitants of 
| theſe countries, to be civilized, before they could 
5 be chriſtianized, but went ſimply with the doctrine 
of the croſs; and TxnTULLIAN could boaſt that 


55 thoſe parts of Britain which were proof againſt / 
: the Roman armies, were conquered by the goſpel 
© of Chriſt ”---It was no objection to an ELT TOT, or 
5 = RANKED; in later times. They went forth, 
and encountered every difficulty of the kind, and 
. found that a cordial reception of the goſpel pro- 
* | duced thoſe happy effects which the longeſt inter- 
f 1 courſe with Europeans, without it could never 
81 accompliſh, It is no objection to commercial 
* men. It only tequires that we ſhould have as 
, much love to the ſouls of our fellow- creatures. 
. : and fellow ſinners, as they have for the profits 
k  ariſ ing from a few otter-ſkins, and all theſe dith- 
A culties wound be eaſily ſurmounted. . 
) | 
Alter all, the uncivilized Nate of the heathen, = 
„ inſtead of affording : an objection againſt preaching 
15 the goſpel to them, ought to furniſh an argument 
M fer it. Can we as men, or as chriſtians, hear that 
5 — great part of our fellow creatures, whoſe ſouls 
21 are as immortal as ours, and who are as capable 
2 ourſelves, of adorning the goſpel, and con- 
5 K 8 7; tributing 


f 


5 ttibuting by their Früchte iis, or practices 
to the glory of our Redeemer's name, and the 


good of his church; are inveloped in ignorance 
and barbariſm ? Can we hear that they are with- 


-.” the goſpel, without government, without laws, 


and without arts, and ſciences ; and not exert 
ourſelves to introduce amongſt them the ſenti- 
ments of men, and of Chriſtians? Would not the 
; ſpread of the goſpel be the moſt effectual mean 
N their civilization? Would not that make them 
uſeful members of ſociety? We know that ſuch 
effects did! in a meaſure follow the afore- mentioned 


efforts of Elliot, Brainerd, and others amongſt the 5 
American Indians; and if ſimilar attempts were 


i made i in other parts of the world, and ſucceeded 5 
with a divine bleſfing (which we have every rea- 
| ſon to think they would) might we not expect to 


_ ſee able Divines, or read well conducted treatiſes 


8 defence of the truth, even amongſt thoſe who ; 
© at Wen ſeem to be ſcarcely human? . 


Tumor, In u reſted to the danger f being tilled 
by them, it is true that whoever does go muſt put 
his life in his hand, and not conſult with fleth 
and blood; but do not the goodneſs of the cauſe, 


8 the duties incumbent on us as the creatures of 


God, and Chriſtians, and the periſhing ſtate of 
our fellow men, loudly call upon us to venture 
all, and uſe every warrantable exertion for their 

8 e benefit? 


K N 

benefit? Pros and BAANISAs, who hazarded their" 
lives for the name of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, were not 
blamed as being raſh, but commended for ſo 
doing, while Journ Mek, who through timidity 
"DE: mind deſerted them in their perilous under- 
taking, was branded with cenſure. After all, as has 
been already obſerved. I greatly queſtion whether 
moſt of the barbarities practiced by the favages. 
upon thoſe who have viſited them, have not 
originated in ſome real or ſuppoſed affront, and 
were therefore, more properly, acts of ſelf-defence, 
than proofs of ferocious diſpoſitions. No wonder 
if the imprudence of ſailors ſhould prompt them 


to offend the ſi mple ſavage, and the offence be We : 


ſented; but Elliot, Brainerd, and the Moravian ; 
5 miſſe ronaries, have been very ſeldom moleſted. Nay, 
in general the heathen have ſhewed a willingneſs 
to hear the word; and have Principally expreſſed 
their hatred of Cbriſtianity on account of the 
vices of nominal Chriſtians. 


FourTuLy, As to the Affe) of procuring the 
neceſſaries of life, this would not be ſo great as 
may appear at firſt light; for though we could 
not procure European food. yet we might pro- 
cure ſuch as the natives of thoſe countries which 
we viſit, ſubſiſt upon themſelves. And this would 
only be paſſing through what we have virtually. 


| engaged in by entering on 1 the miniſterial office. 
A Chriſtian 


— 
— EOIEI ... 
— 


n « n „ 0 
— 
2 3" = » 2 2 <eocs 
2 - —_—_— ——_— a * — 
—— Ee Se ene III neem - _ 
Y — —— - —  - r | 
7 CRE ro — —— * * 
* 2 8 2 2 — — 
: —— — — 2 — 
7 
1 


— . ˙ A USRR CBs t6- 


— — 


Cm) 


A Cbriftian miniſter is a perſon who in 2 peculiar . 
ſenſe is not his 'own; he is the ſervant of God, and 
therefore ought to be wholly devoted to him. 
By entering on that ſacred office he ſolemnly un- 
dertakes to be always enga ged, as much as poſſible, | 
in the Lord's work, and not to chuſe his own 
- pleaſure, or employment, or purſue the miniſtry 
as a ſomething that is to ſubſerve his own ends, 


or intereſts, or as a kind of bye-work. He engages 
| T to go where God pleaſes, and to do, or endure ? 
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what he ſees fit to command, or call him to, in 
the exerciſe of his function. He virtually bids 
5 farewell to friends, pleaſures, and comforts, and 
ſtands in readineſs to endure the greateſt ſuffer- 

: ings in the work of his Lord, and Maſter. It is 
inconſiſtent for miniſters to pleaſe themſelves with | 

2 thoughts of a numerous auditory, cordial friends, 

a civilized country, legal protection, affluence, 
| ſplendor, or even a competency. The flights, 


and hatred of men, and even pretended friends, 
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: gloomy priſons, and tortures, the ſociety of bar- 
barians of uncouth ſpeech, miſerable accommo- 
- dations in wretched wilderneſſes, hunger, and 
thirſt, nakedneſs, wearineſs, and painfulneſs, hard 
work, and but little. worldly encouragement, 
| ſhould rather be the objects of their expectation. 
Thus the apoſtles acted, in the primitive times, 
and endured hardneſs, as good ſoldiers of Jeſus 
Chriſt; and though we living in a civilized coun- 


(a) 


try aher 'Chiiſtianity is protected by law, are 
not called to ſuffer theſe things while we continue 
here, yet I queſtion whether all are juſtified in 
ſtaying here, while ſo many are perithing without 
means of grace in other lands. Sure I am that 
it is entirely contrary to the ſpirit of the goſpel, 
for its miniſters to enter upon it from intereſted 
motives, or with great worldly expectations. On 
the contrary the commiffion is a ſufficient call to 
them to venture all, and, ke the primitive 
Chriſtians, go Fvery where preaching the & ax neal 


It wilt: be berelnty however, for two, at 
leaſt, to go together, and in general 1 ſhould 
think it beſt that they ſhould be married men, 
and to prevent their time from being employed 
1 procuring neceſſaries, two, or more, other 


perſons, with their wives and families, might alſo 


accompany them, who ſhould be wholly em- 
ployed in providing for them. In moſt countries 
it would be neceſſary for them to cultivate a little 
ſpot of ground juſt for their ſupport, which would 
be a reſource to them, whenever their ſupplies 
failed. Not to mention the advantages they 
would reap from each others company, it would 
: take off the enormous expence which has always 


3 attended undertakings of this kind, the firſt ex- 


ence being the whole; for though a large colony 


5 needs Tupport ba 2 conſiderable time, yet ſo 


fall 


en) | 


ſmall; a number would, upon receiving, the firſt 
crop, maintain themſelves. They would have 
the advantage of chooſing their ſituation, their 
1 wants would be few; the women, and even the 
children; would be neceſſary for domeſtic. pur- 
| poſes; and a few articles of ſtock, as à cow or , 
two, and a bull, and a few other cattle of both 
ſexes, a very few utenſils of huſbandry, and ſome 
corn to ſow their land, would be ſufficient. Thoſe 
who attend the miſſionaries ſhould. underſtand 
huſbandry, fiſhing, fowling, xc. and be provided 
with the neceſſary implements for theſe purpoſes. 
7 Indeed a variety of methods may be thought of, 
and when once the work is undertaken, , many 
1 things: will ſuggeſt themſelves to us, of which we 
8 Weng 6 can form no idea. . 
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. . gg As to 7 cheſs F the 
D fame means would be found neceſſary here as in 
trade. between different nations. In ſome caſes | 


Interpreters might be obtained, who. might be : 


| employed for a time; and where theſe were not 
to be found, the miſſionaries muſt have patience, 
and mingle with the people, till they have learned 
ſo much of their language as to be able to, com- 


municate their ideas to them in it. "tt: is well 4 


. known to require no very extraordinary talents 
= to learn, in the ſpace of a year, or two at moſt, 
5 the Japguage of any propls WY earth, 1 much | 
S 3 


e 


of it at leaſt, as to be able to convey any ſenti- 
ments we with to their neee 


The Millionaries muſt be men of great piety, 


- prudence, courage, and forbearance; of undoubted : 


orthodoxy in their fentiments, and muſt enter 
with all their hearts into the ſpirit of their miſ- 
ſion; they muſt be willing to leave all the com- 
forts of life behind them, and to encounter all 
the hardſhips of a torrid, or a frigid climate, an 
uncomfortable manner of living, and every other 
inconvenience that can attend this undertaking. 


: Clothing, a few knives, powder and ſhot, filhing- 


tackle, and the articles of huſbandiy above-men- 
| tioned, muſt be provided for them; and when 
arrived at the place of their deſtination, their firſt 
buſineis muli be to gain ſome acquaintance with 
the language of the natives, (ſor which purpoſe 5 
two would be better than one.) and by all lawful 
means to endeavour to cultivate a friendilip with 
them, and as ſoon as poſfible let them know the d 
errand for which they were ſeut. They muſt en- 
| deavour to convince them that it was their good 
| alone, which induced them to forſake their friends, 


8 and all the comforts. of their native country. 


T hey muſt be very careful not to reſent injuries 8 
which may be offered to them, nor to think 
highly of themſelves, ſo as to deſpiſe the poor 
neathens, and by thoſe means lay a foundation 
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: for their reſentment, or rejection of the goſpel. 
fi: They muſt take every opportunity*of doing them 
good, and labouring and travelling, night and 
day, they miſt inſttuct, exhort, and rebuke, with 
all long ſuffering,” and anxious defire for them, 

. and. abobe all, muſt be inſtznt\; in prayer for tle 


effuſion of the Holy Spirit upon the people of 


TY their charge. Let but miſhonaries of the above 


; deſcription engage in the work, and we e ſhall e 
1 that it is not e cable.” 


* . 
Ot: 


It e Uschi e be of. importance, if God 


. thould bleſs the r labours, for them to encourage 
| any appearances of gifts amongſt the people . : 
their charge; if ſuch” ſhould be raifed up many f 


advantages would be derived {rom their know- 


| ledge of the langnage, and cuſtoms of their coun- 


trymen; and their change of conduct would give 5 
1 weight to their init rn, 47 


sker. 
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NEO. v. 


"= kuh into the Duty of Chriſt ans in a general. ond 


what Mears onght to te uſed, i in ode y to promote 
lis 11 ork. 11 


* hs: propheties conce: ning the increaſe of 
4 Chuſt's kingdom. be true, and if what bas 
| wie advanced 1, concerning the commiſſion given. 
by him to bis diſcipies being obligatory on us, 
be juſt, it muſt be inferred that all Chriſtians 
1 ought heartily 40 concur with God in promoting 
his glorious: deſigns, ſor he that. is 7 to the 


Lord is one e CCC , 


Oe of the rl. 1 miſt importent of thoſe 


5 duties which a are incumoent pon us, is fervent 
and united. prayer. | Hou ev er t e e influence ot the 
Holy Spirit may be ſet at nouglu, and 1um down 


by many. it will be found upon trial, that all 


means which we can uſe. without it, Wil 11 be in- 


ellectual. If a temple is 141. led for God in the 
heathen worid, it will not Le by. might, NO by 


power, nor by the authority of the wagilirate, or 
the ele quence of the orator; but by ary Spirit, faith 
5 the Lord of Hoſts. Ve mult therefore be in real 
earneſt u lupplicatir 8 his blelung upon OUT 


Abours. 
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11 is repreſented in the prophets, that when 
. there {hail be a great mourning in the land, as the 
DE en, mourning of Hadadrimmon in the volley of Megiddon, 


. and every family ſhall mou n apart, and their wives 
apart, it ſhall all follow upon a ſpirit of grace, and 
1 ſupplication. And when theſe things {hail take 
place, it is promiſed that there hall be a fountain 
5 opened for the houſe of David, and for the inhabitants 
| of Feruſalem, for ſin, and for uncleanneſs, and that 
the tdols ſhall be deſtroyed. and the falſe prophets 5 
; aſhamed of their profeſlion. Zech. xii, 10. 4.— 
xiii. 1. 6 This propheſy ſeems to teach that 
be when there ſhall be an univerſal conjunction in 
. fervent prayer, and all ſhall eſteem Zion's welfare 
zs their own, then copious influences of the 
Spirit ſhall be ſhed upon the churches, which | 
like 2 purifying fountain {hall cleanſe the ſervants 
of the Lord. Nor ſhall this cleanſing influence 
op here; all old idolatrous prejudices {hall be 
rooted out, and truth prevail o glonouſly that 
falſe teachers ſhall be ſo aſhamed as 1ather to 
wiſh to be claſſed with obſcure herdſmen, or the TY 
8 meaneſt peaſants, than bear the ignominy at- 
8 tendant on their detection. 


The . glorious wacky of grace that have : 
ever took pla e, have beeu in anſwer to prayer: 
and it is in this way, we have the greateſt rea- 

Lon to ſuppoſe, chat the glorious out-pouriug of | 
= the 


1 90 


the Spirit, Win expect at laſt, 8 


beſtowed. 


With reſpeel to our own immediate connce- 
tions we have withn theſe few years been fa- 
voured with ſome tokens for good, granted in 
anſwer to prayer, which {bould encourage us to 
perſiſt, aud increaſe in that important duty. 1 
5 truſt our monthly prayer- meeting for the ſucceſs of 


the goſpel have not been in vain, It 1s true a 


want of importunity too generaliy attends our 

| prayers; yet unimportunate, and feeble. as they 

have been, it is to be believed that God has 
” heard, and in a meaſuie auſwered them. The 
churches that have engaged | in the practice lave 8 
in general ſince that time been evidently on the : 


increaſe; ſome controveiſies w aich have long 
perplexed. and divided the church, are more 


clearly ſtated than ever; there are calls to preach 5 
the goſpel in many places where i has not been 


uſually publiſhed; vea, a glorious door is opened, 


and is likely to be opened wider and wider, by f 


the ſpread of civil and religious liberty accom- 
pauied alſo by A diminution of the ſpirit of po- 


pery; a noble effort has been made to aboliſh the 
inhuman Slave-Trade, and though at preſent it 


has not been ſo ſucceſsful as might be wiſhed, yet 


it is to be hoped it wiil be perſevered 1 in, till it is 
accom N In the mean ume it is a ſatisfac- 
tion 5 
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( 30 5 
oil i to conſider that the late defeat of the abokti⸗ 
on of the Slave-Trade has proved the OCcalion of a 
. praiſe worthy effort to introduce a free ſettle- 
ment, at Sierra Leona, on the coalt of Africa; au 
effort which, H ſucceed ed with a divias bleſſing, 
| not only piomiſes to open 4 way for honourable 
commerce with that extenſive country, and for 
the civilization 0k its inhabitants, but may prove 1 
the happy mean of introducing amouglt theta 
5 the goſpel of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 15 
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"TR are events "that on ght not to ) be. over- 
1 tooked; they are not to Le rech koned ſmall things; 7 
and yet perl bs they ale mall compared with 
chat n. light have been expected. if all! had co 
| dali entered into the ſpirit of the propofal, 1 
23 10 have made the cauſe of Chriſt their own, by-—| 
in e other v ords to liave been ſo ſolicitous about 
The as if their own advan, tage depended apon its 
| . ſucceſs 0 | holy folicitude had prevailed | 11 
. | all the alſemb!.c s of Chriſtians in behalf of their 
| en Redeemer's king: dom, ve might probably nave 
MMll een before now, not only au open door for the 
| Fo goſpel, but many. running lo and fro, and knowledge 
q „„ increadſed; or a diligent ule ef thoſe means which 
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—_ Providence has put in our power, accompanied 
| with a greater blelitis thay ordinary trom 
. heaven, 


Many 


Se... A 


(85. * 


Many can do nothing but pray, and praye: r.i2 


77 7 Fi N 


perbaps the only thing in which Chriſtians of all. 
denominations can cordially, and, unreſervedly 
unite; but in this we may all be one, and in this, 
the ſtricteit unauimity ought to prevail. Were 
the who! e. body thus animated by one ſoul, with 
what pleaſure would Cl kriſtiaps att end on all the 
duties of religion, and with what delight would 
their miniſters attend on all the buſineſs of their, 


callin 8• 


— { * 


We waſh not be contented however with pray- 
5 Ing, without exerting ourſelves i in the uſe of means for 
the obtaining of the le things we pray for. Were 
tlie children of. light, but as wiſe m thetr generation as_ ; 
© the children of this world, they would ſtretch every f 
nerve to gain ſo glorious a prize, nor ever 
imagine that it was to be obtained in any other 
TS eee? 
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v hen. 2 trading company bare obtained their | 
charter they uſaally go to its ut moſi limits; and 
their ſtocks, their lips, their ollicers, and men 
are ſo choſen, and, regu. ated, as to be likely to 
anluer their purpoſe; but they do not ſiop here, 

for encouraged by tþ e proſpect of ſucceſs, they 
uſe every effort, caſt t eir bread upon the waters, 
cultivate. ſriend{hip with every one from whoſe. 

information they expect che leaſt adyantage. They 
| croſs 
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 erofs the wide and moſt tempeſtuous ſeas, and 
encounter the moſt unfavourable climates; they 
introduce themſelves into the moſt barbarous 
nations, and ſometimes undergo the moſt affecting 7 
hardſhips; their minds continue in a ſtate of 
anxiety, and ſulpence, and a longer delay than 
uſual in the arrival of their veſſels agitates them 
with a thouſand changeſul thoughts, and fore 
boding app rehenſioas. which continue till the 
rich returns are ſafe arrived i in port. But why 
theſe fears? Whence all theſe diſquietudes, and 


this labour? Is it not becauſe their ſouls nter 


into the ſpirit of the project. and their happineſs ; 
in a manner depends on us ſucceſs? —Chriſtians 85 


re a body whoſe trueſt intereſt lies in the exalt- 


ation of the Meſffieb's kingdom Their charter 
is very extenſir e, their encouragements exceeding 

great, and the returns promiſed infinitely ſuperior | 
to all the gains of the moſt jucrative fellowſhip. £ 
Let then every one in his ſtation conſider himſelf 
as bound to act with all his might, and in Every : 
poſſible way tor God. 70 0 | 


| Suppoſe | a company of ferious Chriſtians, 

miniſters and private perſons, were to form 
themſelves into a ſuciety, and make a number of : 
rules reſpecting the regulation of the pl- n, and 

the perſons who are to be einployed as miſſion- 


aries, the means of defraying the expence, &c. &c. | 
This 


60 


This ſociety muſt conſiſt of perſons whoſe heads 


are in the work, men of ſerious religion, and 


poſſeſſing a ſpirit of perſeverance; there muſt be 


a determination not to admit any perſon who is 


3 of this deſcrigtion, or to retain him longer 


than he an ers to it. 


* 


From duch: a "Toe: et y a comm riitee might be ap- 
peinted, v zhoſe SY it ihould. Le to Procuxe. 

al 8 inſormatioa they could upon the ſabjeR, . 

: ta.re eve contributions, to a into the cha- 

racters, tempeis, abilities and religious vi ews of 
the miſſionaries, and alſo to prov. ide them with 
neceſſ laries for cheir undertal ings. | 


"They muſt ald pay a preg attention to dhe. 
views of thoſe who undertake this work : for want 
of this the miſſions to the Spice Iland-, ſent by 
the Dutch Eaſt-India Company. were ſoon cor- 

rupted, many going more for the ſake of ſettling 
zn 2 place where temporal gain invited them, 
than of preaching to the poor Indians. This 


ſoon introduced a number of indolent, or pro- 
fligate perſons, whoſe lives were a ſcandal to the _ 


doctrines which they preached; and by means of 
whom the goſpel was ejected from Ternate, in 


1694, and Chriſtianity fe:l into great nn al in 
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If as is any reaſon för me to hope that 1 
ſhall have any intluence upon any of my brethren, - 
and fellow Chriſtians, probably it may be more 
_ eſpecially amongſt them of my own denomination, 
I would therefore propoſe that ſuch a ſociety and 
committee {ſhould be formed amongſt the { ao ags : 
cular baptiſt denomination. a 85 


1 d0 81 mean by this in any wiſe to confine 
it to one denomination of Chriſtians. 1 wiſh 
with all my heart, that every one who loves our 5 
Lord jeſus Chriſt i in ſincerity, would in ſome way 
or other engage in it. But in the preſent divided 


T Nate of Chriſtendom, it would be more likely for - 
good to be done by each denomination engaging 


, ſeparately in the work, than if they were to em- 
bark in it conjountly, | There is room enough for 

us all, with; cut interfering. w ith each other; 3 and 

* no unfriendly interference took place, each 


denomination would bear good will to the o 


and wilh, and pray for its ſucceſs, conſidering it 

as upon the whole friendly to tle great e 
of true religion ; ; but if all were intermingled, 
is likely their private difcords might throw 'F 


damp upon their ſpirits, and much retard their 
public uſefulneſs, e e 


In reſpe&-to contributions for deſraying the ex- 
2 e money will doubtleſs be wanting; and 
ſuppoſe 


„ us 5 


= eppes the rich were to embark a portion of that 

wealth over which God has made them fiewards, 

| in this important undertaking, perhaps there are 
few ways that would turn to a better account at 
laſt. Nor ought it to be confined to the rich; if 
perſons in more moderate circumſtances were to 
devote a portion, ſuppoſe a tenth, of their annual 


5 Increaſe to the Lord, it would not only correſpond 


_ with the practice of the Iſraelites, who lived under 
the Moſaic Oeconomy, but of the patriarchs 
Abraham, Ifaac, and Jacob, before that diſpen- 
ſation commenced. Many of our moſt eminent 
fore-fathers amongſt the Puritans followed that 
practice; and if that were but attended to now, 
there would not only be enough to ſupport the 
miniſtry of the goſpel at home, and to eucouage 
village preaching in our reſ pect ve neighbourhoods, Vo 
but to defray the expences « of Farrying the goſpel i 


into the heathen W Tanck 


41 congregations were to open ſubſcriptions of 
one penny, or more per week, according to their 


clicumſtances, and depoſit it as a fund for the 


Propogation of the golpel, much it, 1g it Le raiſed | 
in this way. By ſuch imple means they might 


ſoon have it in their power to introduce the 
preaviung of the goſpel into molt of the villages 


in England; where, though men are placed whoſe . 
1 it mould be to give light to thoſe who ſit 
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wr darkneſs, it 1s well known that they OW, it 
not. Where there was no perſon to open his 
houſe for the reception of the goſpel, ſome otlier 

building might be procured for a ſmall ſum, and 
even then ſomething conſiderable might be ſpared | 

for the baptiſt, or other. committees, for pro- 

| pogating che el amonglt TN: heathen. Es, 


* 


: Many n have of late left off th de e, of: - 
Weſt- India ugar, on accouut* of the iniquitous. 
5 manner i in which it is obtained. Thoſe families 
who have done ſo, and, have not ſubſtituted any 
thing elſe in its place, have not only cleanſed * 
their hands of blood, but have made a ſaving to 5 
their families, ſome of ſix- -pence, and ſome of a 
e ſhilling a week. * "If this, or a part of this 1 
. appropriated to the uſes before- mentioned. 8 
would abundantly ſuffice. We have only to hn 3 
the end in view, and have our hearts thoroughly dE: 
5 engaged in the purſuit of it, and 1 means s will not 
be 5 difficult. 55 5 


We are ed to lay "Y treafure in d leiden, | 
hs where neither moth nor ruft doth corrupt, nor thieves 
bireat through and Real. It is alſo declared. that 

whatſoever a man Joweth, that ſhall he alſo reap. 
_ Theſe Scriptures teach us that the enjoyments bt 
the life to come, bear a near relation to that 
whichi now is; a a relation fimilar to that of the 
WV» | harveſt, 


; (#7 7 
harveſt, and the ſeed. lt is true all the reward 
is of mere grace, but it is nevertheleſs encou- 
raging; what a treaſure, what an harveſi muſt 
await ſuch characters As Paur, and ELLiOr. and 
BRANERD, and others, who have given themſeives 
| wholly to the work of.the Lord. What a heaven 
will ib be to ſee the many myriads of Poor hea- 15 
thens, of Britons amongſt the reſt, who by their 
5 labours have been brought 10 the knowledge of 
God. * surely a crown of rejoicing like this is worth 5 
aſpiring to. Surely. it is worth while to lay 
ouiſeives out with all our wight, in 1 promotng 


5 We cauſe, and — of Chriſt, an 
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